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What is Claimed: 



1 . In an apparatus for displaying program guide information 
on a grid showing a channel axis and a timeAxis, with each program 
positioned at a location in the grid representing a channel of transmission and 
a corresponding time of transmission, a method for rapidly accessing the 
program guide information at a desirey new time of transmission, comprising 
the steps of: 



field; 



(a) displaying the/program guide information; 



(b) placing at l/ast one time selection field on the display; 



(c) highlighting with a cursor the at least one time selection 



(d) activa/ing the at least one time selection field after the 
highlighting step; 



(e) determining a time index in response to the activating 



step; 



(f) /calculating a new time of transmission for display based 
on the time index; And 



(g)/ displaying the program guide information at the new 
time of transmission. 
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1 2. The method of claim 1 wherein me at least one time 

2 selection field includes one of a page field, a day fyeld and a date field; and 

3 the page field is adapted to provide? a six-hour time index, the 

4 day field is adapted to provide a 24-hour time/ndex, and the date field is 

5 adapted to provide a seven-day time index. 

1 3. The method of clain/2 wherein step (d) includes 

2 activating the at least one time selectio/ field to index forward in time and 

3 backwards in time. 



1 4. The method of claim 1 wherein step (g) includes 

2 displaying the program guide information at current time of transmission, if 

3 the calculated new time of transmission is earlier than the current time of 

4 transmission. 

1 5. The cftethod of claim 1 wherein step (g) includes 

2 displaying the program guide information at a latest time of transmission, if 

3 the calculated new timjfe of transmission is later than the latest time of 

4 transmission, the latent time of transmission corresponding to the latest 

5 program guide infomiation stored in the apparatus. 



1 6. / The method of claim 1 wherein the apparatus is 

2 implemented in A set top box. 
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1 7. The method of claim 1 wherein the Apparatus includes a 

2 computer coupled on a network for receiving progran/ guide information 

3 from the network. 

1 8. An apparatus for display ma/program guide information 

2 on a grid showing a channel axis and a time a*is, with each program 

3 positioned at a location in the grid representing a channel of transmission and 

4 a corresponding time of transmission, th^apparatus comprising 

5 a display for displaying me program guide information; 



y = 



6 a memory device foi/storing the program guide information; 

7 and 



8 a processor foryprocessing software for accessing the program 

9 guide information, the software including: 



10 

ii 



at least oner time selection field for accessing the program guide 
information at a predetermined time interval from the transmission time 



12 displayed on the display; 

13 a time index provided in response to the at least one time 
H selection field for/determining the predetermined time interval; and 



15 aycalculator for calculating a new time of transmission for 

16 display based/m the time index. 
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1 9. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein th</at least one time 

2 selection field includes a page field, and 

3 the time index is adapted to provide / six-hour time index when 

4 the page field is selected. 

1 10. The apparatus of clain^ wherein the at least one time 

2 selection field includes a day field, and 

3 the time index is adapted to provide a 24-hour time index when 

4 the day field is selected. 

1 11. The appai&tus of claim 8 wherein the at least one time 

2 selection field includes a dare field, and 

3 the time iriaex is adapted to provide a seven-day time index 

4 when the date field is/selected. 

1 12. / The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the time index includes 

2 indexing the at lpst one time selection field forward in time and backwards 

3 in time. 



1 / 13. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the calculator limits 

2 the prograrfi guide information at current time of transmission, if the 

3 calculated new time of transmission is earlier than the current time of 

4 transmission. 
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14. The apparatus of clam*^ wherein the calculator limits 
displaying the program guide infona^tion at a latest time of transmission, if 
the calculated new time of transmission is later than the latest time of 
transmission, the latest^ifhe of transmission corresponding to the latest 
program guide infcifnation stored in the memory device. 



15. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein the apparatus is a set 



